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SYNOPSIS OF THE IPNOPIDAE

(PISCES, INIOMT)
WITH DESCRIPTION OF TWO NEW ABYSSAL SPECIES

By JORGEN G. NIELSEN

Zoological Muscum, Copenhagen

GiLL (1884) was the first to use the family name
Ipnopidae. Prior to that the genus Iprops was re-
ferred to i.a. the Scopclidae (GUNTHER 1887). Four
genera have been described, fpnops, Bathymicrops,
Bathytyphlops, and Ipnoceps. The last is now con-
sidered a synonym of Ipnops (scc below), The three
genera have much in common, but they differ in
certain characters which some ichthyologists con-
sider so important that the disagreement might
justify the establishment of separate families for each
of the three genera (Meap 1966). Ilowever, in the
present paper all the gevera are referred to one
family only, the Ipnopidae.

Family characters: Long and mostly slender
fishes with a more or less depressed head and
flattened abdomen. The gill slits are very widc, and

certainty factor has been put at 0,1, between 10 U,
and 50 % at 0,5, and over 50 % at 1.
The oceanographic terms used are those proposed
by Bruun (1956 and 1957).
Specimens,

Material examined herein: incl. type(s)

Ipnops murrayi Gunther, 1878 ,..... I3
Ipnops agassizi Garman, 1899 ... ... 15
Ipnops meadin.sp. ................ 21
Ipnops specimens .. ... ... 2

Bathymicropsregis Hjortand K oefoed,

L 7
Bathymicrops brevianalis n.sp. ... .. 2
Bathytyphlops sewelli (Norman, 193‘)) 2
Bathytyphlops marionae Mcad, 1958 . I
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Ipnops meadi Nielsen, 1966

/ZMUC-P 23352
Holotype, 105 mm SL, 7 2)H, =7 HRDA L%, KiE 3,960 m



Ipnops murrayi Giinther, 1878 Lectotype, 131 mm SL

Ipnops agasizi Garman, 1899 Lectotype,134 mm SL
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