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I'd like to discuss why Japanese students often face difficulties in speaking English.

I believe there are three primary reasons.

They are Linguistic Distance, the English environment in Japan (the availability to

speak English in Japan), and Cultural Context.

Let's start with the first reason, Linguistic Distance. Japanese and English differ

in syntax, accent, and intonation. Japanese follows the Subject-Object-Verb (SOV)
syntax, whereas English follows Subject-Verb-Object (SVO). Additionally, Japanese

has a mora-timed language rhythm, while English is a stress-timed language.
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