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International Symposium on Birth Cohort Studies:
Japan Environment and Children’s Study (JECS) & National Children’s Study (NCS)
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Launched in January 2011, the Japan Environment and Children’s Study (JECS) is one of the largest
longitudinal birth cohort studies in the world. The Study is aiming at 100,000 recruitments of pregnant
women in Japan and will follow up on the health of the children until they reach 13 years old. Kochi Unit
Center is one of fifteen Unit Centers which spread all over Japan.

Prof. Fujio Kayama, Head of the Tochigi Pilot Unit Center, will present activities at his Center and
risk communications concerning the radiation from Fukushima Dai-Ichi. We will also have Dr. Scott
Collinwood and his colleagues, Leslie Palmer and Doug Tharp, from the University of Utah, which has two
study sites conducting the National Children’s Study (NCS)—another longitudinal birth cohort study
currently in the Vanguard (pilot) Phase in the US. The presenters will provide a chronological history of
the progression of the Study including operational activities at their Salt Lake County and Cache
County study sites. Topics covered will include an operational overview, recruitment methodologies,
data collection strategies, data storage, and retention efforts. ’

A question & answer and discussion session will follow after the presentations.

<Program>
Chairperson: Prof. Narufumi Suganuma — Kochi Medical School (KMS), Kochi University

1. The Japan Environment and Children's Study at Kochi Unit Center (30 min)

Kahoko Yasumitsu-Lovell, MA/MS, Marina Minami, MA,

Eri Hoshino, MPA, Masamitsu Eitoku, PhD

Prof. Takao Fukaya, MD PhD, Dept. of Obstetrics/Gynachology

Prof. Hiroshi Wakiguchi, MD PhD, Dept. of Pediatrics

Prof. Narufumi Suganuma, MD PhD, Dept. of Environmental Medicine

2. The pilot study of the JECS at Jichi Medical University (30min)

Prof. Fujio Kayama, MD PhD. Div. of Environmental Toxicology, Dept. of Pharmacology, School of
Medicine, Jichi Medical University

3. The National Children’s Study—An overview of the experience and activities at the University of Utah
Study Sites (40min)
Scott Collinwood PhD, Leslie Palmer MSPH, Doug Tharp MA

4. Questions and Comments  (20min)
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<Venue 577> Koko Yasumitsu-Lovell

. ‘ y . KMS, Kochi University
Multi-purpose Room, 1F, Nursing Department Building | Tel: 088-880-2408
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