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Abstract

Every group of people has its own unique form of communication and a distinct set of
culture. The Partido District in Camarines Sur is not an exception. The way the people of Partido view
communication, the way they actually communicate, what, how and why they communicate form part
of the unique Partido culture.This paper traces the historical evolution and practice of communication
and culture in Partido. Documentary analysis and key informant interviews were conducted to gather
and validate the data.

Partido is the fourth district of Camarines Sur consisting of 10 municipalities.The
province is geographically located in the central part of the Bicol peninsula.The history of Camarines
Sur has been a fusion of cross cultural events and influences. Before the coming of the Spaniards,
records show that a village (tribe) system was already in existence; the highest authority is the Datu
(chieftain). Pre-colonial leadership was based on strength, courage and intelligence. The Aeta/Agta
who was the dark-colored skinned, short stature and kinky-haired natives of Camarines Sur suggest
that aborigines lived here a long time ago, but earliest evidence is of middle to late Neolothic life
(www.nlpfl.nlp.gov:81/cc01?).  Bicol  writers,(Mallari,1986;Dery,1989;Gerona,1982)  describe
Bicolandia ,where Partido is a part of, as being inhabited by happy, free and industrious people reputed
to be the “bravest and the best armed” in the island. However, the years 1571-1896 saw the “Moro
wars” that according to Dery (1989) affected the inhabitants physically and psychologically which in
effect affected the development and history not only of Bicol but the whole Philippines. Because of the
“moro raids” that made the people’s life miserable and to resist the Spanish colonization, the
inhabitants of Bicol, specifically in Camarines, flight to the mountains who were then called by the
Spaniards “remontados”, meaning to go back to the mountains. To protect themselves from imminent
danger, the “remontados” used the “balalong”, an indigenous drum made out of a hamadgong” tree
trunk. The inner middle part of which is removed. It comes with another wood paddle used to strike to
produce a sound.The greater the force exerted in striking it, the louder the sound produced.

As can be seen, culture and communication are strongly related. The Partido language can
be better understood if culture is considered. The chance of misunderstanding between members of
different cultures, increases when this important connection IS forgotten
(www.yorku.ca>course>ysdn3104-04).The study also traced and compared the Partido language with
other languages specifically of their colonizers. Samples of the present Bikol language manifesting
foreign language influences are presented. Present day issues and concerns regarding Partido language,
its cultural impact and societal implications are also discussed.
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