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2016 TESOL Virginia French Allen Award
for Scholarship and Service

Humanities and Social Science Cluster,
Humanities and Social Science Unit
Darren Lingley

It is a great pleasure to receive the Kochi University Research Achievement Award in recognition of my
TESOL Virginia French Allen Award. The Virginia French Allen Award for Scholarship and Service honors
a TESOL (Teaching English as a Second or Other Language) teacher who has shared scholarship and provid-
ed outstanding service at the affiliate level of the TESOL International Association. Based in the U.S., the
TESOL organization has more than 12,000 members worldwide, with over 100 affiliates including the Japan
Association for Language Teaching (JALT). TESOL advances excellence in English language teaching
through research, professional development, and advocacy. The Virginia French Allen Award recipient is

selected from among a list of nominees from TESOL affiliates around the world.

With its focus on shared scholarship, the TESOL Virginia French Allen Award recognizes my recent body
of work in language teaching research and my professional development activities on behalf of language
teacher colleagues in Japan and Australia. My 2011-2013 international comparative research and exchange
project aimed to provide in-service training opportunities for local Japanese primary school language teach-
ers. The bulk of my JSPS grant (A Comparative Study of Elementary School Foreign Language Education in
Japan and Australia) was used to provide funding for local Japanese elementary school teachers to travel to
Australia to observe how language is taught in a mirror context, and to bring Australian JFL (Japanese as a
Foreign Language) teachers to Japan to observe, advise, and reflect on how English is taught in primary
schools in Kochi. These reciprocal teaching exchange visits provided valuable intercultural training opportu-
nities for participating teachers, and addressed the need for quality in-service Professional/Peer Development
opportunities for Japanese elementary school teachers who have been charged with teaching English classes,

often without English language teaching qualifications.

In terms of TESOL affiliate service, the Virginia French Allen Award also recognizes my contribution to the
Japan Association for Language Teaching across local, regional, national, and international levels. At the local
level, I have helped to develop the East Shikoku JALT chapter into an active academic society supporting
language teaching and research in Kochi, Tokushima, and Kagawa. At the regional level, I have chaired the
Shikoku JALT Conference since its inception in 2010. This annual event has steadily grown over the years
and has become a key language education Conference in the region. The mission of this Conference is to
provide young ELT practitioners with the chance to share their research and best practice methods in a
supportive and inclusive environment, and to create an outlet for local Shikoku teachers who might not have
funding for national and international Conference travel. At the national level, my seven-year commitment as
JALT Journal Editor and Chair of the JALT Publications Board was recognized. Finally, at the international
level, I have provided ongoing editorial support to Lao TESOL through JALT s Teachers Helping Teachers
SIG.

This award celebrates the fundamental link between language education research and classroom practice. I
am especially proud to win the Virginia French Allen Award because when I started my career as a language
teacher some 25 years ago, Dr. Allen’ s Techniques in Teaching Vocabulary was one of my one most trusted
resources. As a teacher-researcher who is keenly aware of Dr. Allen” s impact on student teachers, winning

an award in her name is a tremendous personal honor for me.
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