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Figure 6.10  Sponge skeletal systems.
(A) Photomicrograph of the superficial der-
mal spongin-fiber skeleton typical of the
demosponge family Callyspongiidae. (B)
Arrangement of calcareous triaxon spicules
near the oscular opening in Leucosolenia.
(C) Arrangement of monaxon and triaxon
calcareous spicules near the oscular open-
ing of Scypha. (D) Cross-section of a sim-
ple syconoid calcareous sponge (atrium

on right) illustrating placement of triaxon
spicules. (E) Some common types of
siliceous spicules from demosponges.

(F) Some siliceous spicules from scle-
rosponges. (G) Various spicule types
(SEMs).
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Asbestopluma
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Figure 6.15 Parenchymula larvae

of various demosponges. (A) Larva
of Clathrina. (B) Larva of Spongia.
(C) Larva of Tethya. (D) Larva of
Lissodendoryx isodictyalis.
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(F) Newly developing pinacodern
(derived from “macromeres”)
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